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Dokuz Ada

Istanbul’un Dokuz Cani

Marmara Denizi’'nde bir Farkindalik Projesi

Marmara’nin ylreginde, gegmisin sessiz taniklar gibi siralanir dokuz ada.
Her biri, suyun altinda nefes alan bir baska hayat, bir baska hikaye...
2025 yilinda gercgeklestirdigimiz dalislarla bu adalarin derinliklerine indik,
Istanbul’un suda yatan dokuz kalbinin sesini dinledik.

Gorduk ki; hayat hala orada...
Mercanlarin arasinda suzulen baliklar, kayalara tutunmus umutlar var.
Ama ayni zamanda bir ¢cokus de var...
Musilajin sessiz isyani, hayalet aglarin 6limcul tuzaklaryla érilimus bir
tehlike.
Denizin belleginde biriken ihmaller, gtzelligin gdlgesine siziyor.

Bu kitap; hem maviliklerin sundugu buyya,
Hem de onu tehdit eden karanligi goézler énine seriyor.
CUnkU bu dokuz can, sadece birer ada degil;
istanbul’un, Marmara’nin ve gelecegdimizin soludugu ortak bir nefes...
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Nine Islands

Istanbul’s Nine Lives

An Awareness Project in the Sea of Marmara

In the heart of Marmara, nine islands stand like silent witnesses of the past.
Each one, a life that breathes beneath the water, a story waiting to be told.
In 2025, through our dives, we descended into their depths,
listening to the voices of Istanbul’s nine hearts that rest within the sea.

And we saw that life is still there...
Fish gliding among the corals, hopes clinging to the rocks.
But we also witnessed a collapse...
The silent rebellion of the mucilage, the deadly snares woven by ghost
nets.
Neglect, etched into the sea’s memory, creeps into the shadow of its beauty.

This book unveils both the wonder the blue depths bestow
and the darkness that threatens to consume ft.
For these nine lives are not mere islands—
they are the shared breath of Istanbul, of Marmara, and of our future.
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Onsoz

Marmara Denizi, Karadeniz ve Ege Denizi’nin birlestigi noktada yer alan, farkli
tuzluluk ve sicaklik degerlerine sahip, dinyada benzeri az bulunan &zel bir i¢
denizdir. Bu 6zgun yapisi, deniz tabaninda katmanli bir yagsam olusturarak farkli
canli tlrlerinin bir arada bulunmasina olanak tanir. Ancak son vyillarda Kkirlilik,
asin avlanma ve kuaresel 1sinma gibi nedenlerle Marmara Denizi'nin hassas
ekosisteminde ciddi bozulmalarin yasandidi gostermektedir. Bunun en tipik
ornedi 1989 yilindan bu yana sure gelen ve 2021 yilinda zirve yapan “musilaj fela-
keti"dir. Maalesef bu kitabin hazirlandigi tarinlerde Adalar Bolgesinde musilaj tekrar
gbrulmeye baslamistir.

Su Alti Fotografcilan ve Filmcileri Dernegi (SUFOD), bu tehditlere dikkat
cekmek ve toplumsal farkindalik yaratmak amaciyla “Dokuz Ada - istanbul’un
Dokuz Canr’ adl farkindalik projesini hayata gecirdi ve bu sayede Prens
Adalari cevresindeki su alt yasamini belgeleme karari alarak ve 2025 yilinin yaz
aylar boyunca kaydedilen gértnttlerden olusan bir seckiyi bir sergi vasitasiyla
kamuoyuna sundu. S6z konusu projenin kisa dykUsine buradan ulasilabilir.

SUFOD’un duzenledigi bu kapsamli etkinlik dizisinin amaclar arasinda (i) Prens
Adalar’ndaki su alti biyolojik gesitliligin kayit altina alinmasi ve tarihsel bir kesit

olarak kamuoyuyla paylasiimasi, (i) bu canlilarin tanitilarak kamu farkindaliginin
artinlmasi, (i) bdlgenin karsi karsiya oldugu cevresel tehditlerin gérundr
kiinmasi ve (iv) Turkiye Su Alti Canlilari Platformu (TUSACAN)' hakkinda
bilgilendirme ve katkinin artirimasi yer aldi.

Haziran ila Eyltl 2025 araliginda gergeklestirilen kesif etkinliklerde, Prens Adalar
olarak bilinen dokuz farkli adanin belirli noktalarinda sikistirimis hava ile O ila
40 metre derinlige kadar yapilan dalislarda canli tlrleri kaydedildi. On bes-yirmi
kisilik gruplar halinde, alti giin iginde on dort dalis gergeklestirilerek bdlgenin su
alt yasami ayrintili sekilde gortntalendi.

Proje sUresince ¢evrimici sunumlar, su alti fotografciligi, deniz biyolojisi ve gcevre
farkindaligi konularinda bilgi paylasimi yapildi.

Projenin somut ¢iktilar olan ve daliglar sirasinda ¢ekilen fotograflar, G¢ farkli
kategoride (Turler ve Biyocesitlilik, Su Alti Manzarasi, Anlatimli Fotograf) deger-

! Turkiye Su Alti Canlilarn Platformu (TUSACAN — www.tusacan.org), Ulkemiz denizlerinde yasa-
yan canli tdrlerini tanitan, yillar icinde yasanan degisimleri canli temelli olarak belgeleme amacini
hedefleyen dijital bir veritabani platformudur. “Dokuz Ada - istanbul’'un Dokuz Cani” projesi, bu
platformun daha genis izleyici kitlesiyle ulasmasini da hedeflemistir.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AycPRZmX6To
http://www.tusacan.org

lendirilerek jUri oylamasi ile elemeden gecirildi ve sergide yer almaya hak
kazandi. Sergi, BluyUkada'daki Tag Mektep'te 27 Eylul'de kapilarini izleyenlere
acti ve yaklasik alti ay boyunca ziyaretcilere acik kaldi.

Sergiye olan yogun ilgi, adeta elde edilen gdrsel zenginligi kalici hale getirme zo-
runlulugunu gerektirdi. Bunun Uzerine SUFOD Uyeleri olarak bizler Haziran-EylUl
2025 tarih araliginda kaydedilen tlrleri sergide yer alan dlcUtlere gore bir kez
daha g6zden gecirerek 104 adet fotografin ve 38 tlrun bu e-kitapta yer alma-
sina karar verdik. Amacimiz, belli bir tarih araliginda kaydedilen tUrleri sonraki
kusaklara aktararak tarihsel bir kesit sunmakii.

Yararl olmasi dilegiyle;
Alp Can

Ege Evrim Ertekin
Ates Evirgen
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[ oD ” Preface

The Sea of Marmara, where the Black Sea and the Aegean meet, is one of the
world’s rare inland seas with its own unique balance of salinity and temperature.
This distinctive structure creates layered habitats on the seafloor, making it possible
for many different species to thrive side by side. Yet in recent years, Marmara’s
delicate ecosystem has been under serious threat from pollution, overfishing, and
climate change. The most visible sign of this damage has been the outbreak of
“marine mucilage”—first recorded in 1989 and reaching a devastating peak in
2021. Sadly, while this book was being prepared, mucilage began to reappear in
the waters around the Princes’ Islands.

In response, the Association of Underwater Photographers and Filmmakers
(SUFOD) launched “Nine Islands - Istanbul’s Nine Lives”, a project designed
to draw attention to these threats and raise public awareness. As part of the
project, the underwater world surrounding the Princes’ Islands was documented,
and in the summer of 2025, a selection of these images was shared with the public
through an exhibition. The brief history of the project can be accessed here.

The project, which was held by SUFOD had four main goals: (i) to document the
marine biodiversity of the Princes’ Islands and present it as a snapshot in time,

(i) to introduce the species and inspire greater awareness, (iii) to highlight the
environmental challenges facing the region, and (iv) to inform the public about the
Turkish Underwater Life Platform (TUSACAN)' and encourage participation.

From June to September 2025, dives were carried out at various points around all
nine islands. Using compressed air, divers recorded species at depths of up to 40
meters. Over the course of six days, groups of 15-20 divers completed fourteen
dives, capturing the richness of marine life in great detail. Alongside the dives,
online talks and presentations were organized, sharing insights into underwater
photography, marine biology, and environmental stewardship.

The photographs taken during these dives—the most vivid outcome of the
project—were later reviewed in three categories: Species and Biodiversity,
Underwater Landscapes, and Narrative Photography. After a jury selection, the

! The Turkish Underwater Life Platform (TUSACAN — www.tusacan.org) is a digital database de-
signed to introduce the marine species living in our seas and to document, through species-based
records, the changes that take place over time. The “Nine Islands — Istanbul’s Nine Lives” project
also aimed to bring this platform to a wider audience.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AycPRZmX6To
http://www.tusacan.org

chosen images were displayed in an exhibition at Tas Mektep in Blylkada, which
opened on September 27 and remained open to the public for nearly six months.

The enthusiastic response to the exhibition made it clear that this visual record
needed a more permanent home. For this reason, we revisited the material
collected between June and September 2025, reviewed it again according to
the exhibition criteria, and selected 104 photographs and 38 species to include
in this e-book. Our hope is to preserve a moment in time and pass it on to future
generations as both a reminder and an inspiration.

We hope you enjoy exploring it.
Alp Can

Ege Evrim Ertekin
Ates Evirgen
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H UFOD H Tesekkurler

“Dokuz Ada, istanbul’un Dokuz Cani Sergisi’, yalnizca bir fikirfle degil,
birlikte atilan adimlarla su altina génul vermis 34 su alti fotografcisinin birlikte
galisarak Urettigi canli/cansiz nesnelerin fotograflaryla hayat buldu.

Bu yolculuga, bizlere kapilarini agan istanbul Biiyiiksehir Belediyesi (iBB)
ile basladik. iBB, iIBB Sanat ve Tas Mektep bu projenin sonunda actigimiz
sergiye ev sahipligi yaparak kulttire ve ¢evreye duyarll duruslarini bir kez daha
gbsterdiler.

Kitabin &n ve arka kapaginin, ayrica sergi afiiginin tasarmi icin Murat inan’a;
fotograflarda yer alan tdrlerin belirlenmesinde degerli yardimlar igin Dog. Dr.

Cem Dalyan, Do¢. Dr. Eda Nur Topc¢u ve Dr. Baki Yokes'e; tum fotograflarin
Blytkada'daki Tag Mektep’in Salonunda sergilenmesi icin fotograf baskilarina
destek olan, serginin gerceklesmesini mimkin kilan degerli sponsorumuz Blue
Desk firmasina ¢ok tesekkUr ederiz.

Dalis organizasyonlarimiza destek vererek Marmara’nin derinliklerine ulasmamiza
olanak saglayan dalis sponsorlarimiz Ada Emlak, Club Sporium, Marmara
Sualti Merkezi, Lazy Seal, Prosen’e katkilari icin minnettariz.

SUFOD olarak denizin sesine kulak veren, bu yolculuga ortak olan herkese
goénulden tesekkir ederiz.
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Hgﬁ/?saﬂ Dokuz Ada — istanbul’'un Dokuz Canl

Adalar’a Kisa Bakig

Adalar, Prens Adalari, istanbul Adalari ya da Kizil Adalar olarak bilinen ve
istanbul’un Anadolu Yakasrnin giiney kiyilarinin agiklarinda, Marmara Denizi’nin
kuzeydogu kesiminde yer alan, takimadadir (Gérsel 1). Adalar, tarih boyunca
gesitli kaynaklarda ve dénemlerde cesitli adlarla anilmistir. Bunlarin en yaygini

X6

Batl kaynaklarinin kullandigi “Prens Adalar’” ya da “Prensler Adalar’’dir. Bu ad,
Bizans déneminde soylularin, prenslerin, patriklerin hatta imparatorlarin strgin
yeri olarak kullanildiklari; kimi kaynaklara gére de, Bizans imparatoru Il. Justi-
nus’un 567’de BuyUkada'da gorkemli bir saray ve manastir yaptirdigi igin veril-

migtir.

Adalari merkez ve ¢evre olarak iki blylk gruba ayirmak mumkindUr. BlyUkIU
kUcUKIUO 9 ada ve kiylya yakin iki kayaliktan olusur. Bilyilkada, Heybeliada,
Burgazada ve Kasik Adasi merkez grubudur. Bu adalar, ¢cevredeki Sedef
Adasi, Tavsan Adasi (Neandros), Yassiada, Sivriada ve Kinaliada'dan

daha yuksektir.

Adalar, istanbul ilinin en az nifuslu ilcesi olup toplam ylzolctimi 16 kilometreka-
redir. Adalarin besinde (BUyUkada, Heybeliada, Burgazada, Kinallada ve Sedef
Adasi) yerlesim vardir. Sivriada, Yassiada, Kasik Adasi ve Tavsan Adasr'nda ise
strekli ve dizenli yerlesim yoktur. istanbul’'un Kayip Adalari olarak bilinen kiylya
yakin kayaliklarin ise MS 1010 yilindaki depremde batmis olan Vordonos (Vor-
donisi) Adalarr’nin zirveleridir (Bllyllkk Vordonos, Kiiciik Vordonos). Ada-
larin Kucukyall Mendireginden uzakliklari; Blyukada'nin 4, Heybeliada'nin 3,3,
Burgazadasr’nin 3,7, Kinaliada’nin 2.8 deniz milidir. Karaya en uzak olan ada ise
Tavsan Adasl olup uzakligr 13,5 deniz milidir. Yassiada ve Sivriada harig, Adalar
en batidaki Kinallada'dan en dogudaki Sedef Adasi arasinda kuzeybati-gliney-
dogu dogrultusunda 12 km'lik bir hatta dizilidir. Boyu en uzun ada, Blyukada
(5,200 km), eni en genis ada ise Heybeliada (2 km) dir.

ilcenin iklimi, genel olarak istanbul iklimine benzer. Akdeniz ve Karadeniz iklim-
leri arasinda bir gegis niteligi gosterir. Akdeniz iklimi, Adalarda da etkisini agik¢a
gosterir. Bu iklime 6zgU yaz kurakligi, Adalar ikliminin énemili bir 6zelligidir. Bu
nedenle de sicaklik, istanbul ortalamalarina gére yiksektir. Yazlari kurak, kiglari
ve baharlar yagisl geger. Adalarin riizgar rejimi de istanbul ile benzerlik gésterir.



KARADENI{Z
(BLACK SEA)

Sivriada
(Hayirsiz Ada)

Heybeliada
Yassliada 5

¢ SedefAdasl

Tavsan Adasi
(Neandros)

MARMARA DENIZi 1ZMIT KORFEZI
Marmara Adasi (SEA OF MARMARA) (iZMiT BAY)

SAROS KORFEZI B Tty 3
(SAROS BAY) 5 AvsaAdasi Imrali Adast

GEMLIK KORFEZI . iZNiK GOLU
(GEMLIK BAY) 2 N (LAKE iZNiK)

Gorsel 1. Prens Adalar Kuzey Marmara Denizinde, izmit Kérfezi'nin su Ustiinde Kuzey Anadolu fay hattinin hemen kuzey dogusunda yer alirlar.
kalmis parcalaridir. Marmara Denizi’'ndeki toplam 25 adadan dokuzu bu kapsamdadir.
Durgun bir havanin ardindan énce giney rizgarlar baslar, onu kuzey rtizgarlar rlzgérlar eser. Mayis ayindan itibaren Karadeniz Ustinden esmeye baslayan

izler. Kiglari Balkanlardan esen karayel, Adalar etkisi altina alir. Arada da dogu meltem ile Adalar, yaz gecelerini tath bir serinlik icinde gegirir. Sonbahar, kis

SUALTFOTOCRAFGILARI e ILMCIER]OERNEG!




ve ilkbaharin ilk aylarinda da ilik lodos eser. Adalar ikliminin bir diger 6zelligi de
saglia elverigli olmasidir.

Adalarin topragi, demir oksitli kirmizi topraktir. Kizil Adalar olarak isimlendirilme-
sinin nedeni de budur. Kireg tabakalarina karismis bol miktarda demir filizi top-
raga kizil bir renk verir. Bu toprak, agac, meyve, sebze, gicek tarimina elverislidir.
Cevre maden bakimindan zengindir.

GUnUmUzin Adalar iicesi, Blyiikada’da Maden ve Nizam, ayrica Kinaliada, Bur-
gazada, Heybeliada olmak Uzere bes mahalleden olusur. Sedefadasi, Buyikada
Maden Muhtarligrna bagldir. iigenin merkezi Biiylkada'dir. Toplam 20.000 ci-
varinda konut, 2500 civarinda isyeri bulunan ilcede, bu yerlerin ylzde doksana
yakini sadece yazin faaldir. Adalarda 899 adet tarihi eser bina bulunur. Adalarin
elektrik sistemi, Bostancrdan Kinallada'ya, KigUkyal'dan Burgazadasrna, Dra-
gos’tan Heybeliada ve BUylkada'ya, Kartaldan BlylUkada'ya (Sedefadasl da
BulyUkada’dan beslenir) olmak Uzere bes ayri deniz kablosu ile karsilanir. Adala-
ra, cografi konumlari nedeniyle yalnizca deniz yoluyla (vapur, motor ve deniz oto-
busleri) ulasim saglanabilmektedir. Adalardan en yakin noktaya ulasim 25 dakika
sUrerken, en uzak noktadan ulasim yaklasik 1,5 saat surer. 2022 verilerine gére
Adalarin toplam ntfusu 16.372°dir. Yalnizca BlyUkada, Haybeliada, Burgazada
ve Kinaliada'da surekli yerlesim vardir. Posta kodu 34970, alan kodu 216°drr.

Adalar'in Jeolojik ve Ekolojik Ozellikleri

Adalar, Dérdunct Zaman baglarindaki yerkabugu hareketleri sirasinda bogazlar
acllip Trakya-Kocaeli penepleninin' gliney kesimleri sularla kaplanirken, penep-
lenin su Ustinde kalmig parcgalaridir. Adalarin, Kocaeli Yarimadasi’'nin batisini
kapsayan eski bir kitlenin pargalari olduklari, cografi konumlari ve jeolojik yapi
dzelliklerinin yani sira, bolgenin denizalti topografyasindan da anlagilir. Burada,
guneydoguya dogru derinlesen bir platform Kocaeli Yarimadasi’na dogru yavas

' Asinma nedeniyle olusmus, yumusak engebeli yerylzl pargasi.

yavas yukselerek BlyUkada ile Dragos arasinda 10-15 m derinlikte bir sirt haline
gelir. Yapilan dlglim ve arastirmalar, butlin adalar arasinda, sular altinda kalmis
eski bir nehrin vadileri oldugu sanilan oluklarin; adalarin kuzeybatisinda da, Bo-
gazici kanalinin devami oldugu tahmin edilen bir olugun varligini géstermektedir.

Prens Adalari egzotik ve endemik bitki tlrleri ile her dénemde oldugu gibi giinu-
muzde de 6nemini koruyan yerlesim yerlerindendir. Yizde elli besi orman alani
olan Adalar; hareketli jeolojik yapisi, kiyllarinin ¢ok ydnli bakilara, zengin bir kara
ve deniz ekosistemine sahip olmasi gibi ¢zelliklerinin yani sira tarihi ve kultGrel
yapi varligiyla Istanbul’'un en énemli sayfiye yerlerinden biri durumundadir. Ada-
lar'in en yUksek yerleri ormanlik alanlar icinde kalan tepe noktalaridir. Adalardaki
en ylksek noktalar ise Blyukada'daki Ylcetepe (203 m), Burgazada’sindaki
Hristos Tepesi (163 metre), Heybeliada’daki Degirmen Tepesi (136 metre), Kina-
llada’daki Cinar Tepesi (115 metre)'dir.

Adalar, Marmara Denizi i¢cinden gecen Kuzey Anadolu Fay’'nin kuzeyinde yer
almakta olup, doguya yonelen bu aktif faydan etkilenmektedir. Adalar’da bdl-
gesel jeoloji kapsaminda Paleozoik ve Senozoik yasl ¢okeller gorullr. Paleo-
zoik ¢Okeller karasal bir ortamda ¢okelmeye baslamis, bunlari denizel ¢okel-
ler izlemis ve havza ¢okelleriyle son bulmustur. Gegmis zamanlarda Adalar’da
isletilen bircok yeralti zenginligi bulunurken, giinimuzde herhangi bir isletme
yapilamamaktadir. Yeralti kaynaklarini bakir, demir, kireg, tas ve tugla ocaklari
olusturur. Blytkada'da eski tugla ocagi, Burgazada’'da kireg ocagl, Heybeliada,
Kinallada, Sedefadasl, Tavsan Adasi ve Sivriada’da tas ocaklar bulunmaktaydi,
ancak giinimuzde bu ocaklar isletimemektedir. Blylkada’'da, Maden semtin-
de, eskiden demir cikartilip islendigi; Heybeliada Camlimanrnda bakirla karisik
demir yataklarinin bulundugu, ayrica saf bakir madeni ¢ikarildigi icin adaya “ba-
kir” anlaminda Halki adi verildigi, boraks madeninin de bulundugu bilinmektedir.
GUnUmuzde demir ve bakir madenleri tUkenmis durumdadir.

Adalar ligesinde toprak derinligi 15-20 cm’yi gegmez. Bllyiikada'daki Eski Bag
bdlgesinde 30-40 cm’yi bulur. Burada ayrisma daha hizlidir, organik madde



kapasitesi ve topragin su tutma kapasitesi daha yuUksek oranlarda seyreder.
icede, kil balgik ve kumlu balgik gibi demir yéniinden zengin topraklar mevecut-
tur. Kayallk ve taglik yapiya sahip olmasina ragmen, besin elementlerince zengin
ancak organik madde yonunden yetersiz bir toprak yapisina sahiptir.

Blyukada, Heybeliada, Burgazaada ve Kinaliada grubunda egzotik ve endemik
bitki tUrleriyle blyudk 6éneme sahip ormanlarindaki dogal bitki 6rtlist kizilgam
ve Akdeniz’e 6zgU maki topluluklardir. Adalarda oldukga boylu, sekonder tipte
olusmus kocayemis, menengic, genis yaprakll akgakesme, defne, kermes me-
sesi, delice, katran ardic, ispanyol katirtirnagi, beyaz cigekli laden, tiylii kegibo-
gan ve lavanta gigegi gibi maki elemanlar gorilir. Ayrica Adalar ligesinde 615
hektar alani kaplayan igne ve genis yaprakl ormanlar bulunur.

Marmara Denizi'nin Su Alti Ozellikleri

Marmara Denizi batdn kiyilari ayni Glkenin egemenlik sinirlar icinde bulunan
dinyadaki tek denizdir. Yaklasik 11.350 km?2 biyikliginde olan bu i¢ deniz is-
tanbul Bogazi ile Karadeniz’e, Canakkale Bogazi ile Ege Denizi’ne gecen akinti-
larin 6zelliklerini bir arada sunar. Marmara Denizi’nde kUcUk bir denizde rastlan-
mayacak élgiide biyik derinlikler vardir. izmit Kérfezi'nin girisinden baslayarak
batiya dogru uzanan hat tzerinde derinligi 1.000 metreden fazla olan ¢ buyUk
cukur siralanir. Bunlardan en doguda olani Prens Adalar’nin hemen gineyinde,
derinligi 1.238 metreyi bulan Cinarcik Cukuru’dur (Gérsel 2). Ortada Marmara
Ereglisi’nin glineyinde yer alan Marmara Ereglisi Cukuru’nun derinligi 1.390 met-
redir. Bu ¢ukur ayni zamanda Marmara Denizi'nin en derin noktasini olusturur.
Daha batida Tekirdagd énlerinde ise derinligi 1.112 metreye inen Tekirdag Cukuru
yer almaktadrr.

istanbul Bogazrndan giren diisik yogunluklu Karadeniz suyu Marmara Deni-
zi'nin ylizey suyunu olusturur. Ust tabakanin altinda ise, Canakkale Bogaz'ndan
Marmara Denizi'ne gelen Ege Denizi’'nin tuzlu, yogun ve sicak sulari bulunur. Bu
sular da istanbul Bogazr'nin altindan Karadeniz’e girer. Her iki bogazdaki bu cift

-2000m

-1000m

Gorsel 2. Adalar, Marmara Denizi’nin kuzeyinde yer alan tg¢ blytk derinligin (dogudan batiya
Cinarcik Gukuru, Marmara Ereglisi Cukuru, Tekirdag Cukuru) kuzeyinde yer alrr.

yénli ve cift katmanli akinti sistemi denizlerimizdeki su seviyesini dengeler. Ust
katman Karadeniz suyu ile yilda ortalama iki kez (5-6 ayda bir) yenilenirken, alt
katman Akdeniz sulari ile ortalama 6-7 yilda tazelenir.

Marmara Denizi'nin ¢ift katmanli yapisinin bir sonucu olarak, ayni bélgedeki de-
niz suyu sicakliklari ve tuzluluk oranlari da derinlige gore farkliik gdsterir. Kara-
deniz suyunun hakim oldugu 20-25 metre kalinigindaki ylzey sulari genellikle
az tuzludur (ortalama binde 22). Bu oran batiya dogru giderek artarak GCanakka-
le Bogazrna yaklastikga binde 26-28 civarina yukselir. Derinlere dogru tuzluluk
artar ve 30 metreden sonra tuzluluk orani binde 36-37 civarina yukselir. 150
metre civarinda binde 39'a yukselen tuzluluk oraninin bu derinlikten sonra dibe
kadar degismedigi gdzlenmistir. Cift katmanli yapinin neden oldugu farkliliklar
sicaklik degerleri ydoninden de gdzlenir. Marmara Denizi'nin ylzey suyu mev-
simsel degisikliklere oldukga aciktir. Karadeniz suyunun hakim oldugu Ust kat-
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mandaki su tabakasi kis aylarinda gorece kalinlasir (yaklasik 25 m’ye ulasir) ve
sicaklik degerleri 6-8°C dlzeyine iner. Yaz aylarinda ise yaklasik 15 m kalinliga
inen bu tabakadaki su sicakligi 24-26°C duzeyine ¢ikar. Bu derinliklerin altinda
Akdeniz suyunun hakim oldugu kisimlarda su sicakligi ¢ok belirgin mevsimsel
degisimler gostermeksizin butln yil boyunca ortalama 14-16°C dolayinda kalrr.
Bu iki farkli su katmaninin arasinda dalicilarin ‘kristal tabaka’ dedikleri, soguk ve
gdristn kisith oldugu bir de ara tabaka bulunur. Bu ara tabaka oldukga keskin
yapisini yil boyunca korur ve 15-20 m derinlikte Ust ve alt tabaka arasindaki
gecis katmanini olusturur.

Marmara Denizi'nin iki farkl denizin 6zelliklerini bir arada sunmasi canll yasa-
minda da etkisini gdsterir. Burada yasayan canlilar, yasam kosullari bakimindan
birbirinden net sekilde ayrilmis iki farkli topluluk olusturur.

Marmara’nin kuzeyinde, dzellikle istanbul kiyilarinda (Adalar vb.) ilk 20-25 met-
relerde tipki Karadeniz’deki gibi yogun bir plankton kitlesiyle karsilasilir. Kayalik
yerlerin Uzerinde genellikle midye populasyonlari, deniz marullari, kiigik canlilar
ve yesil yosunlar gorullr. Bazi bdlgelerde deniz yildizlarinin lokal olarak tim yU-
zeyi kapladigi gortlebilir. Yaklagik 20-25 metreden sonra daha sicak ve daha
tuzlu Akdeniz sularinin oldugu derinlikler baslar. Burada géris Ust tabakada
oldugu gibi dustk degildir, hatta bazi aylarda oldukga berrak sayilabilir. Akde-
niz’den farkl olarak suyun rengi yesile galsa da kimi zaman géris mesafesi
15-20 metreye kadar ulasir. Bu derinliklerde Akdeniz’e 6zglu canlilar (daha iri
baliklar, mercanlar vb.) gérilmeye baslanir. Beyaz mercanlar en dikkat gekici
olanlaridir. Bu 6zellikleri nedeniyle, Marmara Denizi'ne yapilan bir dalista hem
Karadeniz'e 6zgl hem de Akdeniz’e 6zgu canlilar gérmek, tek dalista iki ayr de-
nizin dzelliklerini ve farkliliklarini kesfetmek mtmkindUr. Bu yapisal 6zellikleri ne-
deniyle deniz canlilarinin biyogesitliligi agisindan oldukga zengin bir deniz sayilir.
Buguine dek kaydedilen balik turleri 230’un Uzerindedir. Yani sira yumusakgalar,
derisidikenliler, tulumlular ve knidliler (6zellikle bazi mercan ve anemon turleri)
acisindan da oldukga zengindir.
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Nine Islands — Istanbul’s Nine Lives

A Brief Look at the Islands

The Islands—known variously as the Princes’ Islands, the Istanbul Islands,
or the Red Islands—are an enchanting archipelago lying in the northeastern
corner of the Sea of Marmara, just off the southern coast of Istanbul’s Asian
side (Figure 1). Throughout history, they have appeared in many sources under
different names. The most familiar is “Princes’ Islands,” a title believed to come
from their use in Byzantine times as places of exile for nobles, princes, patriar-
chs, and even emperors. Another story traces the name to Emperor Justin |,
who in 567 built a grand palace and monastery on Blytkada.

The archipelago can be divided into two main groups: the central islands
and the smaller surrounding ones. In total, there are nine islands and two
nearby islets. The central group—Biiytlikada, Heybeliada, Burgazada,
and Kasik Adasi—stand higher above the sea than their neighbors: Sedef
Adasi, Tavsan Adasi (Neandros), Yassiada, Sivriada, and Kinaliada.

With a land area of just 16 square kilometers, the Islands form Istanbul’s least
populated district. Five of them—Bdlylkada, Heybeliada, Burgazada, Kinaliada,
and Sedef Adasi—have permanent settlements, while Sivriada, Yassiada, Kasik
Adasi, and Tavsan Adasi remain uninhabited. The so-called “Lost Islands of
Istanbul,” two rocky islets near the coast, are in fact the peaks of the Vordonos
(Vordonisi) Islands, which sank after an earthquake in 1010 AC.

Distances from the KiguUkyali breakwater range from 2.8 nautical miles (Kina-
llada) to 4 nautical miles (Blylikada), while the most remote, Tavsan Adas, lies
13.5 nautical miles offshore. With the exception of Yassiada and Sivriada, the is-
lands are strung along a northwest-southeast axis over a span of 12 kilometers,
from Kinaliada in the west to Sedef Adasi in the east. Blylkada is the largest
(5.2 km long), while Heybeliada is the widest (2 km across).

The climate of the Islands resembles that of Istanbul, but with a warmer, more
Mediterranean touch. Summers are dry and hot, winters and springs bring rain,
and summer evenings are cooled by gentle breezes blowing in from the Black
Sea. Winters are shaped by strong winds from the Balkans, while autumn and
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Figure 1. The Princes’ Islands in the northern Sea of Marmara are the portions of in the Sea of Marmara fall within this group. They are located just northeast of the
land that remained above water from the Guif of izmit. Nine of the total 25 islands North Anatolian Fault line.
early spring are softened by the warm lodos. One of the Islands’ long-celebra- mineral-rich earth, well suited to growing trees, fruits, vegetables, and flowers,
ted features is the healthfulness of their climate. The reddish soil of the Islands, has supported cultivation here for centuries.

rich in iron oxide, gives them one of their oldest names: the Red Islands. This



Today, the district of Adalar is made up of five neighborhoods: Maden and
Nizam on Bulytkada, along with the islands of Kinaliada, Burgazada, and Hey-
beliada. Sedef Adasi is administratively attached to Blylkada’'s Maden neigh-
borhood, and Bliytiikada itself serves as the district center.

The Islands contain around 20,000 residences and 2,500 businesses, though
nearly 90% are only active in summer. There are also 899 registered historic bu-
ildings scattered across the archipelago. Electricity reaches the Islands through
five separate undersea cables, and transportation is only possible by sea—fer-
ries, motorboats, and sea buses. Travel time varies from just 25 minutes to the
nearest point to about an hour and a half to the farthest.

According to 2022 data, the total population of the Islands was 16,372. Ye-
ar-round residents live only on Blylkada, Heybeliada, Burgazada, and Kina-
llada. The district’s postal code is 34970, and the telephone area code is 216.

Geological and Ecological Features of the Islands

The Islands are remnants of the peneplain’ of Thrace-Kocaeli that remained
above sea level during the crustal movements of the Quaternary Period, when
the straits were formed and the southern parts of the peneplain were submer-
ged. That the Islands are parts of an ancient mass covering the western side of
the Kocaeli Peninsula can be understood not only from their geographical loca-
tion and geological structure but also from the region’s submarine topography.
Here, a platform that deepens toward the southeast gradually rises toward the
Kocaeli Peninsula, forming a ridge 10-15 meters deep between Bliylikada and
Dragos. Measurements and studies show that, among the Islands, there are
channels believed to be the valleys of an ancient river now submerged, and to
the northwest of the Islands lies a trench thought to be a continuation of the
Bosphorus channel.

' A piece of land gently, uneven terrain formed by erosion.

The Princes’ Islands, with their exotic and endemic plant species, have always
been and remain important settlements. With 55% of their area covered by
forests, the Islands are one of Istanbul’s most significant resort areas, thanks
not only to their dynamic geological structure, multifaceted coastal landscapes,
and rich terrestrial and marine ecosystems, but also to their historical and cultu-
ral heritage. The highest points of the Islands lie within forested areas: Yiicetepe
(203 m) on Blyikada, Hristos Hill (163 m) on Burgazada, Degirmen Hill (136 m)
on Heybeliada, and Cinar Hill (115 m) on Kinaliada.

Located to the north of the North Anatolian Fault, which passes through the
Sea of Marmara, the Islands are influenced by this eastward-moving active fa-
ult. In terms of regional geology, Paleozoic and Cenozoic deposits are found on
the Islands. The Paleozoic deposits began to accumulate in a terrestrial envi-
ronment, followed by marine sediments, and ended with basin deposits. In the
past, many mineral resources were exploited on the Islands, though none are in
operation today. These resources included copper, iron, lime, stone, and brick
quarries. Bliytikada once had a brickworks, Burgazada a lime quarry, and stone
quarries were found on Heybeliada, Kinallada, Sedef Island, Tavsan Island, and
Sivriada, though all are now inactive. In Blylkada’s Maden district, iron was
once extracted and processed; in Heybeliada’s Camlimani, there were deposits
of copper mixed with iron, and pure copper was also mined, giving the island its
former name “Halki,” meaning “copper.” Borax was also extracted here. Today,
however, the iron and copper deposits are depleted.

In the Islands district, soil depth generally does not exceed 15-20 cm. In Bu-
ylkada’s Eski Bag area, it can reach 30-40 cm, where decomposition occurs
more rapidly and both organic matter and water retention capacities are relati-
vely high. The district contains iron-rich soils such as clay loam and sandy loam.
Although rocky and stony in structure, the soil is rich in mineral nutrients but
poor in organic matter.

In the Blylkada, Heybeliada, Burgazada, and Kinaliada group, the forests of
great ecological importance are home to exotic and endemic plant species.
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The natural vegetation consists mainly of red pine and Mediterranean maqu-
is communities. The maquis includes tall, secondary-growth plants such as
strawberry tree (Arbutus unedo), turpentine tree (Pistacia terebinthus), Phillyrea
latifolia, laurel, kermes oak, wild olive, prickly juniper, Spanish broom, white ro-
ckrose, hairy broom, and lavender. In addition, the 615 hectares of forest in the
Islands district include both coniferous and broad-leaved forest types.

Underwater Features of the Sea of Marmara

The Sea of Marmara is the only sea in the world whose entire coastline lies
within the borders of a single country. Covering an area of approximately 11,350
km?2, this inland sea connects to the Black Sea through the Bosphorus Strait
and to the Aegean Sea through the Dardanelles, combining the hydrological
characteristics of both systems. Unlike other small seas, the Sea of Marmara
contains remarkably deep basins. Beginning at the entrance of the Gulf of [zmit
and stretching westward, three deep depressions exceeding 1,000 meters in
depth are aligned. The easternmost of these is the Cinarcik Basin, just south
of the Princes’ Islands, reaching a depth of 1,238 meters. In the center lies the
Marmara Ereglisi Basin, south of Marmara Eredlisi, which at 1,390 meters rep-
resents the deepest point of the Sea of Marmara (Figure 2). Further west, off
the coast of Tekirdag, is the Tekirdag Basin, descending to 1,112 meters.

The low-salinity waters of the Black Sea entering through the Bosphorus form
the surface waters of the Sea of Marmara. Beneath this upper layer lie the
warmer, denser, and saltier waters of the Aegean Sea, which enter through the
Dardanelles and then flow out beneath the Bosphorus into the Black Sea. This
two-way, two-layer current system in both straits balances sea levels between
the connected seas. While the surface layer, consisting of Black Sea waters, is
renewed on average twice a year (every 5—6 months), the deeper Aegean layer
is replenished every 6—7 years.

As a result of this stratification, seawater temperatures and salinity in the same
area vary with depth. The 20-25-meter-thick surface layer dominated by Black

Figure 2. The Islands are located north of the three major deep basins in the northern Sea of
Marmara (from east to west: Cinarcik Basin, Marmara Ereglisi Basin, Tekirdag Basin).

Sea water is generally less saline (around 22%.). Moving westward toward the
Dardanelles, salinity gradually increases to around 26-28%. At greater depths,
salinity rises further, reaching 36—-37%. below 30 meters, and stabilizing at about
39%o from 150 meters all the way to the seabed. Temperature differences also
reflect this layering. Surface waters are highly sensitive to seasonal changes: in
winter, the Black Sea surface layer thickens to about 25 meters, with tempera-
tures dropping to 6-8°C. In summer, this layer thins to about 15 meters, with
temperatures rising to 24-26°C. Below this, in the Aegean-dominated deep
waters, temperatures remain stable throughout the year at around 14-16°C.
Separating the two is a sharp transition zone known to divers as the “crystal
layer’—a colder, murkier band at 15-20 meters depth that persists year-round.

The Sea of Marmara’s blending of two distinct marine systems shapes its biodiver-
sity. Marine life is divided into two clear ecological communities based on these layers.
In the north, particularly along Istanbul’s shores (including the Princes’ Islands),



the first 20-25 meters are rich in plankton, similar to the Black Sea. Rocky
Substrates are covered by mussels, sea lettuce, small invertebrates, and green
algae. In some places, sea stars form dense carpets across the seabed. Below
20-25 meters, the warmer and saltier Aegean waters begin, where visibility is
generally better—sometimes reaching 15-20 meters despite the water’s gre-
enish hue, unlike the blue of the Mediterranean. Here, marine life typical of the
Aegean appears, including larger fish and corals. Among the most striking are
the white corals.

Because of these unique features, a single dive in the Sea of Marmara offers
the extraordinary experience of encountering species from both the Black Sea
and the Mediterranean—essentially exploring two seas at once. Thanks to this
structure, the Sea of Marmara is considered highly rich in biodiversity. To date,
over 230 fish species have been recorded, alongside diverse mollusks, echino-
derms, tunicates, and cnidarians, including corals and anemones.
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Burgazada

Sait Faik’in hikayelerine konu olan kiyilari kadar, su altindaki dogal
guzellikleriyle de 6ne cikar. Gaglar dncesinden gelen volkanik kayalarin
olusturdugu essiz dip yapisi, burayi diger adalardan ayirir. Bu volkanik zemin;
yosunlar, sungerler ve ¢esitli omurgasizlara ev sahipligi yapar.

Burgazada’'nin su alti, gegmisin izlerini ve doganin glictnu ayni anda tasir —
tipki onun yuzeyi gibi.

As much as it is celebrated for the shores that inspired Sait Faik’s stories,
Burgazada rises from the sea as a hidden realm of underwater splendor.
Beneath the waves lies a bed of ancient volcanic rocks, sculpted over
millennia—a foundation that sets it apart from all other islands. This primeval
volcanic floor cradles forests of seaweed, delicate sponges, and countless
invertebrates, each a silent witness to the passage of time.

The underwater world of Burgazada bears the marks of history and the raw
power of nature, intertwined in a living tapestry—echoing the same resilient
spirit found on its surface.
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Tuy deniz yildizi / Mediterranean feather star Antedon mediterranea
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m Meltem Tasdelen

MUrekkep baligi / Cuttlefish Sepia sp.




m Meltem Tasdelen

Kesis yengeci ve anemon/ Hermit crab with a cloak anemone us prideaux & Calliactis palliata




m Meltem Tasdelen

Kabuksuz deniz salyangozu/ Sea slug Facelina bostoniensis




ﬁ Ozan Tosun

Kabuksuz deniz salyangozu/ Sea slug

Nemesignis banyulensis
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Blyukada

BUyUkada, tarihi koskleri, cam ormanlari ve kalabalik caddeleri ile tim adalarin
merkezi olan BlyuUkada, suyun altinda ise sessiz ve renkli bir yasam sunar.

Kayallk diplerde saklanan Marmara’ya 6zgu deniz canlilari bu diinyanin
sakinleridir.

Kayallk kiyilarin belli yerlerindeki su alti magaralar adanin gdzden uzak
degerleridir bu adanin. Bu nedenle Buyukada’'nin su alti, tipki ylzeyi gibi; hem
canl hem de derin anlamlarla doludur.

Buradaki fotograflar, adanin bilinmeyen bu yUzinin bir kestini sunuyor.

Blydkada, with its historic mansions, pine forests, and bustling streets, serves
as the heart of all the islands. Beneath the waves, however, it reveals a silent,
vibrant world all its own.

Rocky seabeds shelter marine life unique to the Sea of Marmara, the quiet
inhabitants of this hidden realm. Submerged caves along select rocky shores
hold the island’s most secret treasures, away from prying eyes.

In this way, Blyukada’s underwater world mirrors its surface—alive, layered,
and full of meaning. The photographs presented here offer a glimpse into this
little-known face of the island, capturing its hidden depths for the first time.
power of nature, intertwined in a living tapestry—echoing the same resilient
spirit found on its surface.
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Kakullt horozbina / Tentacled blenny Parablennius tentacularis
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Tly deniz yildizi / Mediterranean feather star Antedon mediterranea
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Deniz yildizi / Sea star Peltaster placenta
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Kirmizi dudakli kayabaligi / Red-mouthed goby Gobius cruentatus
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Yumusak mercan / Soft coral Veretillum cynomorium
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Yengec / Jaguar round crab Xantho poressa
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Deniz kestanesi iskeleti / Sea urchin skeleton Parechinus angulosus
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TUy deniz yildizi / Mediterranean feather star Antedon mediterranea
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Deniz hiyari / Sea cucumber Ocnus planci
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Kabuksuz deniz salyangozu / Sea slug Cratena peregrina




Heybeliada

Gam ormanlari gibi denizin alti da hayat doludur. Su ytzeyinin hemen altinda
uzanan taglik alanlar, birgok tlrden su alti canlisina ev sahipligi yapar. Dip
yapisi ekosistemin saglikli isleyisinin bir gdstergesidir.

Deniz Lisesi ve Ruhban okuluyla tarihsel kimlige sahip Heybeliada, suyun
altinda da bir o kadar koklU bir yasam barindirir. Heybeliada'nin su alti, adeta
gériinmeyen bir bahcedir — sessiz, nazik ve buyuleyici.

Just as the pine forests flourish above, the seabed teems with life. Rocky
stretches lying just beneath the water’s surface provide shelter for countless
marine species, and the structure of the seafloor reflects the health of this
vibrant ecosystem.

Heybeliada, known for its historical identity with the Naval Academy and the
Theological School, harbors an equally deep-rooted life beneath the waves.
The underwater world of Heybeliada is like an unseen garden—silent, gentle,
and utterly enchanting.
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Deniz kalemi / Sea pen Pennatula rubra
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Anemon / Anemone Anemonia viridis
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Serranus hepatus




ﬁ Murathan Yildiz
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Anemon / Anemone Anemonia viridis
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Ay denizanasi / Moon jellyfish Aurelia aurita
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m Seracettin Gokcen

Tulumlu hayvan / Sea squirt

Ascidia mentula
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Deniz kestanesi / Stony sea urchin
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Kabuksuz deniz salyangozlari / Sea slugs
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Kaslkadasl

Adalarin en kiicugu olan Kasik Adasi, ylzeydeki sadeligini su altindaki
detaylarla tamamlar.

S1g sularinda kumluk alanlar, midyeler ve kigUk baliklar igin ideal bir yagam
alanidir. Derinlere dogru ilerledikce bu sade ve klgUk ada, su altinda sasirtic

derecede canli ve ritmik bir yasam sunar.

Kasik Adasi, doganin sade ama etkileyici yanlarini su altinda da sergiler.

Kasik Adasi, the smallest of the islands, completes its surface simplicity with
rich underwater details.

Its shallow waters, with sandy stretches, provide a perfect habitat for mussels
and small fish. As one ventures deeper, this modest little island reveals an
underwater world surprisingly full of life and rhythm.

Beneath the waves, Kagik Adasi showcases nature’s simple yet striking
beauty.
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Denizanasi / Neoturris medusa Neoturris pileata
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Kesis yengeci ve slinger/ Hermit crab and sponge 7 Diogenes pugilator & Suberites domuncula
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ince kayabalig / Slender goby Gobius geniporus




Kinallada

Demir oksitli kirmizi topragiyla taninsa da, su altinda da zengin bir yasam
saklidir. Sert kayalik yapisi, kiglk mercan tlirlerine, renkli stingerlere ve bir cok
Marmara Denizi canlisina ev sahipligi yapar.

Ada ¢ok buyuk degildir ama su altindaki gesitlilik buyUleyici derecede
zengindir.

Buradaki fotograflar, Kinal’'nin sessiz, renkli ve canli su alti dinyasina acilan bir
pencere sunuyor.

Though famed for its iron-rich red soils, Kinallada also hides a vibrant life
beneath the waves. Its rugged rocky seafloor shelters small coral species,
colorful sponges, and numerous inhabitants of the Sea of Marmara.

The island may be small, but the diversity beneath its waters is astonishingly
rich.

The photographs here offer a window into Kinaliada’s silent, colorful, and lively
underwater world.
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Kabuksuz deniz salyangozlari /*Sea slugs
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(O] Oyki Yener

Deniz hiyarn / Sea cucumber Ocnus planci
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Deniz hiyari / Sea cucumber




Sedef Adasi

Blyudk dlgtide dzel mulkiyet olan Sedef Adasi, Prens Adalari arasinda insan
etkisinin en az oldugu adadir.

1980’lerde kiyllarinda bir Bizans dénemi batigi bulunmus ve aletli dalisa yasak-
lanmistir. Ancak batik etkin sekilde korunmamis; uzun yillar demirleme ve girgir
avciligina izin verilmistir. Bu nedenle batik zarar gérmus olabilir; hentiz resmi bir
arastirma yapilmamistir. Ancak Sedef Adasinda dalis yasadi stirmekte, sadece
bilimsel dalislar igin izin alinabilmektedir. 2025'te dernegimizin fotograflama
basvurusu reddedildigi icin su alti yasamina iliskin bilgiler ylzey gozlemleriyle
sinirl kalmigtir.

ileriki sayfalarsa gdreceginiz fotograflar, gegmiste izinle yapilan daliglarda kay-
dedilmigtir.

Largely privately owned, Sedef Island is the least affected by human activity
among the Princes’ Islands.

In the 1980s, a Byzantine-era shipwreck was discovered along its shores, and
scuba diving around it was prohibited. However, the wreck was not effectively
protected, and for many years anchoring and trawling were permitted, poten-
tially causing damage. No official study has yet been conducted. Today, diving
around Sedef Island remains restricted, with access allowed only for scientific
research. In 2025, our association’s request to photograph underwater life
was denied, so observations of the island’s marine environment were limited
to surface-level studies.

The photographs you will see on the following pages were recorded during
earlier dives conducted with official permission.
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Yumusak mercan / Soft coral Spinimuricea klavereni
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Denizanasi / Jellyfish

Discomedusa lobata




Sivriada

Yillardir 1ssiz olusuyla bilinir; fakat denizin alti bu yalnizigin tersine canlilikla
doludur.

Derin ve temiz sulari, mercan benzeri singerlerin ve ¢esitli kabuklularin
yasamasina olanak tanir. Adanin Uzerinde ge¢gmisin bazi izlerine rastlamak da
mUmkandr.

Sivriada’nin su alti dunyasi, terkedilmis gibi gbrtnen bir yerin aslinda ne kadar
zengin olabilecegini bize hatirlatir.

For years, Sivriada has been known for its solitude; yet beneath the waves, life
thrives in abundance.

Its deep, clear waters provide a home for coral-like sponges and a variety
of crustaceans. Traces of the past can even be glimpsed above the island’s
surface.

The underwater world of Sivriada reminds us that a place that appears
abandoned can, in fact, be astonishingly rich and full of life.
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Benekli hani / Brown comber Serranus hepatus
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Ay denizanasi / Moon jellyfish Aurelia aurita
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ﬁ Ferhan Cogkun

Loliginidae sp.
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Kabuksuz deniz salyangozlar / Sea slugs

Felimida krohni
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Tavsan Adasi (Neandros)

KlguUk adalardan birisi olan Neandros, ya da bilinen adiyla Tavsan Adasi,
denizin ortasinda sessizce duran bir doga parcasi gibidir. Yerlesimsiz olusu ve
cevresini saran berrak sular, onu hem su Ustlinde hem de su altinda 6zel kilar.

Kiyllarindaki midye tarlalari, Pinalar bir cok kiicuk balik tirt yaninda
derinliklerinde gizlenen siyah mercanlari ve bolgeye tasinip yetistiriimesine
calisilan yumusak mercanlari ile Gnladdr.

2021 yiinda “dogal koruma alani” ilan edilen Neandros, artik korunmaya deger
olusuyla da aniliyor.

Bu klUgUk ada, bizlere sunu hatirlatir: Doga, en ¢ok dokunulmadiginda
parlar. Tavsan Adasr'nin su alti dinyasi, sessizlikte blylyen yagsamin zarif bir
temsilidir.

Neandros, also known as Tavsan Island, one of the smaller islands, stands
quietly in the heart of the sea like a fragment of untouched nature. Its lack of
settlement and the crystal-clear waters surrounding it make it special both
above and below the surface.

The island’s shores are famous for mussel beds, Pinas, and a variety of small
fish species, as well as the black corals hidden in its depths and soft corals
that have been transplanted and cultivated in the area.

Declared a “nature reserve” in 2021, Neandros is now recognized for its value
as a protected sanctuary. This tiny island reminds us of a timeless truth: nature
shines brightest when left undisturbed. The underwater world of Tavsan Island
is a graceful testament to life flourishing in silence.

The underwater world of Sivriada reminds us that a place that appears
abandoned can, in fact, be astonishingly rich and full of life.
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Lipsoz / Red scorpionfish : - ; ' ‘ Scorpaena scrofa
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Tarakl denizanasi / Comb jelly Pleurobrachia pileus
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Yassiada

Tarihi boyunca strgtnler ve mahkemelerle anilan Yassiada, ylzeyindeki bu
gecmisin aksine, suyun altinda canli ve renkli bir diinya barindirr. Son yillarda
adada yapilan turistik yapilasma galigsmalari, gevresindeki deniz yasamina zarar
vermis olsa da, derinlikler sanki hala direniyor gibidir.

Yumusak mercan bahgeleri, kayaliklar arasinda saklanan ¢esitli deniz canlilari
ve kiguk balik surtleri, bu zedelenmis alanin hala ne kadar zengin oldugunu
g&sterir. Yassiada’nin su alti, ge¢cmisle buguinun arasinda stregelen sessiz bir
direnisin, doganin kendini onarma gabasinin simgesidir.

Throughout its history, Yassiada has been known for exiles and trials. Yet
beneath the waves, in stark contrast to this somber past, a vibrant and colorful
world thrives. In recent years, tourism-related construction on the island has
harmed the surrounding marine life, but the depths seem to resist, holding
onto their vitality.

Soft coral gardens, hidden marine creatures among the rocks, and schools
of small fish reveal just how rich this damaged area still is. The underwater
world of Yassiada stands as a symbol of silent resistance between past and
present—a testament to nature’s relentless effort to heal itself.
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TUplU kurt / Tube worm

Protula sp.
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Scorpaena scrofa

Lipsoz / Red scorpionfish
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Domates anemonu / Beadlet anemone Actinia equina
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Tuy deniz yildizi / Mediterranean feather star
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Istakoz / European lobster Homarus gammarus
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Kabuksuz deniz salyangozu / Sea slug Felimida krohni
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Sari kiime anemonu / Yellow cluster anemone Parazoanthus axinellae
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Tas mercan / Cup coral

Caryophyllia smithii
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Vordonisi Kayaliklari
(Vordonisi Rocks)

Etimolojik olarak islenmemis kaya anlamina gelen vordonisi, Dragos ile
KugUkyali arasinda Bostanci sahiline 3 km, Maltepe sahiline 1 km mesafede,
Bostanci ¢akari altinda, kimine gére iki ada, kimine gére iki tepeden olusan
kayalik batiga verilen addir.

Burasi Bizans déneminde Rum balikcilar tarafindan Barbunya ve Pavurya
yuvasi olarak bilinirdi. Bizans déneminde Vordonia, Polimia veya Kaldirmakia
diye adlandirilan kayaliklara, Osmanli zamaninda Sera Tas|, Dilek Kayalari,
Batmis Manastir Taslar denildi. Kagikadasi blytkliginde olan ada, blytk
bir ihtimalle Uzerindeki tas binalarin agir yik etkisi ile ve MS 1010 yilindaki
deprem esnasinda zeminde olusan sivilagmayla suya doygun kumun i¢ine
gébmulmus olabilir.

Batik adanin UNESCO Dunya Kdltir Mirast listesine alinmasi ve turizme
aclimasi bekleniyor.

Etymologically meaning “unworked rock,” Vordonisi is a rocky submerged
formation located between Dragos and Kiigtkyall, approximately 3 km from
the Bostanci coast and 1 km from the Maltepe shore, beneath the Bostanci
shoal. Some describe it as two islands, others as two peaks.

During the Byzantine era, it was known by Greek fishermen as a nesting
ground for Barbunya and Pavurya. The rocky islets, called VVordonia, Polimia,
or Kaldinmakia in Byzantine times, were later known in the Ottoman period
as Sera Tagi, Dilek Kayalari, or Batmis Manastir Taslar.. Roughly the size of
Kaslik Island, it is likely that the weight of stone buildings atop it, combined
with solil liquefaction during the earthquake of 1010 AD, caused the structure
to sink into the water-saturated sand beneath.

Plans are underway to include the sunken island on the UNESCO World
Cultural Heritage list and open it to tourism.
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Kabuksuz deniz salyangozu / Sea slug Dendrodoris limbata
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Kabuksuz deniz salyangozu / Sea slug Haminoea navicula




m Turker Tunal

Horozbina / Tompot blenny g s : Parablennius gattorugine




Musilaj
(Musilage)

2021 yilinin bahar ve yaz aylarinda Marmara Denizi, tarihin en bUyUk cevre
felaketlerinden biriyle karsi karsiya kaldi: musilaj. Halk arasinda “deniz salyasi”
olarak adlandirilan bu yogun organik tabaka, deniz ylzeyini ve zamanla
derinlikleri kaplayarak ekosistemi ciddi bicimde tehdit etti. Artan deniz suyu
sicakliklari, kirlilik yikindn uzun yillardir denize tasinmasi ve yetersiz su
sirkUlasyonu bu felaketin baglica nedenleri olarak gdsterildi. MUsilaj, balikgilik
faaliyetlerini durma noktasina getirdi, turizmi olumsuz etkiledi ve oksijen
azalmasi nedeniyle ¢ok sayida deniz canlisinin 8limine yol acti.

Bu olay, iklim krizi ve insan kaynakli cevresel baskilarin acil 6nlem gerektiren
sonuglarni agikga gdzler éniine serdi. Dokuz Ada. istanbul’un Dokuz Cani
projesinin son daliglarinda Eylll 2025 itibariyle 6zellikle BlyUkada civarinda
musilajin tekrar bagladigini kaydettik.

In the spring and summer of 2021, the Sea of Marmara faced one of the
greatest environmental disasters in its history: mucilage. Commonly referred
to as “sea snot,” this dense organic layer blanketed the surface of the sea and,
over time, penetrated its depths, posing a severe threat to the ecosystem.
Rising sea temperatures, decades of accumulated pollution, and insufficient
water circulation were cited as the primary causes of this calamity. Mucilage
brought fishing activities to a near halt, disrupted tourism, and caused the
death of countless marine creatures due to oxygen depletion.

This event starkly revealed the urgent consequences of the climate crisis and
human-induced environmental pressures. During the final dives of the Nine
Ada: Istanbul’s Nine Lives project, in September 2025, we observed the early
resurgence of mucilage, particularly around Blytkada.
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Lipsoz / Red scorpionfish & Scorpaena scrofa
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Hayalet Aglar
(Ghost Nets)

Hayalet aglar, balikgilar tarafindan kaybedilen ya da denize terk edilen

av araglaridir ve deniz ekosistemi i¢in ciddi bir tehdit olusturur. Bu aglar,
gdériinmez tuzaklar gibi yillarca suda kalabilir ve kontrolstiz bir sekilde balik,
deniz kaplumbagasl, yunus, fok ve kus gibi pek gok canlinin 8limune yol
acar. Yakalanan canlilar kurtulamadiklari icin hem bogulma hem de aclik
nedeniyle yasamlarini yitirirler. Hayalet aglar ayrica mercan resiflerine ve
deniz tabanindaki diger ekosistemlere fiziksel zarar verir. Plastik esasli yapilari
nedeniyle dogada ¢éztnmeleri yUzyillar alir, bu strecte mikroplastiklere
donuserek besin zincirine karisirlar. Sorunun ¢6zimu igin kaybolan aglarin
tespiti ve toplanmasi, biyolojik olarak ¢dzlinebilen malzemelerin gelistiriimesi
ve balik¢llar arasinda farkindalik artirici egitimlerin yayginlastirimasi btytk
6nem tasimaktadir. Hayalet aglarla mtcadele, saglikll deniz ekosistemlerinin
korunmasi igin kritik bir adimdir.

Ghost nets are fishing gear that have been lost or abandoned at sea, posing
a serious threat to marine ecosystems. Like invisible traps, these nets can
remain in the water for years, causing the deaths of countless creatures—fish,
sea turtles, dolphins, seals, and seabirds—trapped and unable to escape,
succumbing to both drowning and starvation. Ghost nets also physically
damage coral reefs and other seabed ecosystems. Made primarily of plastic,
they take centuries to decompose, breaking down into microplastics that enter
the food chain. Addressing this problem requires locating and removing lost
nets, developing biologically degradable materials, and raising awareness
among fishers through education. Combating ghost nets is a critical step in
preserving healthy marine ecosystems.
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Kamera Arkasl
(Behind the Scenes)

Su alti fotografcilidl, denizlerin gizemli diinyasini gézler 6niine seren 6zel bir
sanat ve bilim dalidir. Temel olarak makro, genis a¢l, balik portreleri, yari su—
yari hava ve davranis fotografciligi gibi tdrlere ayrilir. Makro fotografcilik, kUgtk
canlilarin detaylarini yansitarak gézden kagan guzellikleri ortaya cikarirken;
genis agl gekimler mercan resiflerini, batiklari ve strt halinde hareket eden
baliklar btttnctl bir bakigla sunar. Balik portreleri, tek tlrlerin karakteristik
Ozelliklerini 6n plana ¢ikarir. Davranis fotografciligr ise avlanma, treme ya

da sosyal etkilesim gibi anlik sahneleri belgelemesi agisindan énemlidir.

Bu tdrler, yalnizca estetik deger tasimaz; ayni zamanda biyolojik ¢esitliligin
belgelenmesine, denizel yasamin korunmasina ve gevre bilincinin artmasina
katki saglar. Su alti fotografcilidl, hem sanatsal hem de bilimsel yonleriyle
denizlerin korunmasi i¢in guglu bir aragtir.

Underwater photography is a unique blend of art and science that reveals the
hidden world of the seas. It is generally divided into several types, including
macro, wide-angle, fish portraits, split-shot (half water—half air), and behavior
photography. Macro photography captures the intricate details of small
creatures, revealing overlooked beauty, while wide-angle shots present coral
reefs, shipwrecks, and schools of fish in a comprehensive view. Fish portraits
highlight the characteristic features of individual species, and behavior
photography documents fleeting moments such as hunting, reproduction, or
social interactions. These photographic approaches are not only aesthetically
valuable—they also contribute to documenting biodiversity, conserving marine
life, and raising environmental awareness. With its combination of artistic and
scientific dimensions, underwater photography serves as a powerful tool for
protecting the oceans.
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Tavsan Adasi (Neandros) 2012

Ayni bélgeden cekilen bu iki su alti fotografi,
Marmara Denizi'nin son 13 yilda yasadigi gevresel degisimi
gbzler 6nlne seriyor.

ilk fotografta rengarenk saglikli bir su alti ortami gériiliirken,
ikinci fotograf musilaj, kirlilik ve yanlis uygulanan Girgir avciligi
nedeniyle ekosistemin neredeyse yok oldugunu gdsteriyor.

Denizlerimizi korumak icin zaman daraliyor!

These two underwater photographs, taken in the same
location, reveal the environmental changes the Sea of
Marmara has undergone over the past 13 years.

In the first photo, a vibrant and healthy underwater

ecosystem can be seen, while the second shows that
the ecosystem has nearly disappeared due to mucilage,
pollution, and destructive purse seine fishing practices.

Time is running out to protect our seas!

Tavsan Adasi (Neandros) 2025
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Dokuz Ada

N
Istanbul’'un Dokuz Cam
Marmara Denizi'nde Bir Farkindalik Projesi:

Marmara'nin yureginde, gegmisin sessiz taniklari gibi
siralanir dokuz ada,

Her biri, suyun altinda nefes alan bir baska hayat, bir bagka
hikaye.

2025 yilinda gerceklestirdigimiz dalislarla bu adalarin
derinliklerine indik, Istanbul'un suda atan dokuz kalbinin
ni dinledik.

1uk ki; hayat hala orada.
nlanin arasinda siizilen baliklar, kayalara tutunmus
itar var.

§

Ama ayni zamanda bir géks de var.

Musilajin sessiz isyan, hayalet aglarin slimctl tuzaklaryla
éréimas bir tehlike. Denizin belleginde biriken ihmaller,
guzelligin golgesine siziyor.

Bu sergi; hem maviliklerin sundugu biylyd, hem de onu
tehdit eden karanhigi gézler &niine seriyor. Gnki bu dokuz
can, sadece birer ada degil; Istanbul'un, Marmara'nin ve
gelecegimizin soludugu ortak bir nefes.

TESEKKURLER

“Dokuz Ada, istanbul'un Dokuz Cani” serg
valnizca bir fikirle degil, birlikte atilan adimi:
hayat buldu.

Bu yolculuga, bizlere kapilarini acan istan
BlyUksehir Belediyesi ile basladik. iBB, iBB Mi
IBB Kultur, Adalar Belediyesi ve Tas Mek
sergimize ev sahipligi yaparak kulture ve gevr
duyarli duruslarini bir kez daha gosterdiler.

Tum fotograflarin bu salonda sergilenmesi
baskilara destek olan, serginin gergeklesme
muUmkun kilan degerli sponsorumuz Blue D
firmasina tesekkur ederiz.

Dalis organizasyonlarimiza destek vere
Marmara'nin  derinliklerine ulasmamiza ola
saglayan dalis sponsorlarimiz Ada Emlak, C
Sporium, Marmara Sualti Merkezi, Lazy S
Prosen’e katkilari icin ayrica minnettariz.

Denizin sesine kulak veren, bu yolculuga or

olan herkese génulden tesekkur ederiz.




Fotografcilar: _& R?bm‘ﬂfnkﬁgﬁ

Alp Can, Ates Evirgen, Azem Yildiz, Bahar Taymaz,

Banu Camuzcu, Bengu Yucebalkan, Berhan Tasdelen,
Can Turktan, Cem Ozoral, Eda Cingl, Ege Evrim Ertekin,
Eren Bastanoglu, Ferhan Coskun, Hakan Alkan,

Hanife KugUkler, Hasan Acul, imran Dora, irfan Calo,
Mehmet Celik, Meltem Tasdelen, Milan Kocamese,
Murat inan, Murathan Vildiz, Oyku Yener,

Seracettin Gokgen, Serco Eksiyan, Serdar Avci,

Tung Oget, Turan Ertan, Turker Tunali, Yasemin Dora

Sergi Koordinatori:
Ege Evrim Ertekin

Kirator:
Osman Urper

Sergi Ekibi:
Ates Evirgen, Cem Ozoral, Ege Evrim Ertekin,
Mehmet Celik, Murat inan

Grafik Tasarim:
Murat inan

Film Kurgu:
Mehmet Celik

Dokuz Ada

istanbul’'un Dokuz Cani

=N
SUFOD
O

SUALTFOTOCRAFGILARI e ILMCIER]OERNEG!




Su Usttinden Kareler o S
(Moments Above the Surface) N

Ry ' MARMARA SUALTI MERKEZI

. I .. [ marmarasualtimerkezi 0551002 96 65
P
% ' Ve
i A? \
| S
—












Arka kapak fotografi / Back cover photo: Murat inan




Dokuz Ada

Istanbul’un Dokuz Cani

Nine Islands

istanbul’s Nine Lives

Alp Can
Ege Evrim Ertekin
Ates Evirgen

ISBN: 978-975-98662-2-8 -



